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CommunityAIR is a not-for-profit community organization that is focused on stopping the expansion of the polluting Toronto Island Airport and restoring the 215 acres of public waterfront to its zoned use for park, recreation and culture.

September 14, 2007

The Right Hon. Stephen Harper, Prime Minister,

Office of the Prime Minister,

80 Wellington Street,

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A2

pm@pm.gc.ca 
Dear Prime Minister:

Members of Community AIR and thousands of Torontonians are deeply concerned about safety at the Toronto City Centre Airport (also known as the Island Airport) and the Q400 aircraft that operate out of it.  We note that Canadian regulators have called for visual inspections of all Q400.  However, in our view visual inspections are not enough to ensure the safety of the Canadian public.  We ask you, Mr. Prime Minister, to halt all flights of the Q400 aircraft at the Island Airport until a full safety audit is completed by an independent expert, and the public can be assured that their safety is being protected.

Porter Airlines, the commercial airline using the Island Airport, flies only Q400 aircraft.  The number of incidents around the world where the Q400 aircraft have experienced landing gear problems is quite alarming.  We are also concerned that the Island Airport is an inadequate facility, which is unable to handle an aircraft as large and heavy as the Q400.  This combination of factors has led us to the conclusion that in the interests of public safety all flights of the Q400 out of the Island Airport must be suspended until proper and thorough safety audit is conducted by an independent expert.

The following is a list of safety problems experienced by Q400 aircraft.

· December 2006:  Porter Airlines operating out of the Toronto Island Airport reported a landing gear malfunction on a flight.  The landing gear would not come down and the pilots had to manually lower it.  The plane was diverted to Pearson Airport, where it landed safely. 

· March 2007:  A Q400 operated by Japan’s Amakusa Airlines was unable to lower its landing gear, and two pilots were forced to engage the landing gear manually.

· March 2007:  A Q400 operated by All Nippon Airways of Japan had a landing gear malfunction that forced the pilot to make an emergency landing.  The plane landed on its nose and scraped along the runway, causing a shower of sparks.

· May 2007:  On a Q400 flight from Copenhagen to Aalborg pilots could not retract the front wheel and were forced to return to the airport. 

· May 2007: Pilots were unable to retract the entire landing gear on a Q400 flight from Stuttgart to Copenhagen.
· July, 2007: A tire of a Q400 plane, operated by SAS exploded after takeoff in Copenhagen. 
· September 4, 2007:  A Porter Air Q400 flight reported landing gear problems in Montreal, which required a “precautionary landing.”
· September 9, 2007: A Scandinavian Airlines Q400 made an emergency landing in Aalborg, Denmark. The plane, carrying 73 people, ran part way down the runway before part of the landing gear collapsed and an engine caught fire. One propeller blade pierced the plane's cabin. Five people suffered minor injuries.

· September 12, 2007:  A Scandinavian Airlines Q400, carrying four crew and 48 passengers, was landing at an airport in Vilnius, Lithuania when its landing gear failed to deploy properly.  The aircraft was seriously damaged.

· The Swedish Emergency Commission has confirmed that there are technical problems with the Q400.  Ola Reinholdt, Flight Chief of Scandinavian Airlines said, “We have had more technical problems with the Q400 than with our other planes.”

· September 12, 2007:  Bombardier Inc. recommended that all Q400 aircraft that have taken off and landed more than 10,000 times be grounded.  
· September 13, 2007: Canadian regulators called for visual inspections of all Bombardier Q400.

Mr. Prime Minister, these incidents demonstrate that there are serious safety issues with the landing gear of the Q400 aircraft.  At first it was believed that the problems were only with aircraft built early in the production run, but Porter aircraft have also experienced two landing gear problems and those aircraft have been built recently.  

We note that Porter Air issued a statement saying that they had carried out the visual inspections of its four Q400 without disrupting its schedule.  This statement was issued the very day that the Canadian regulators demanded the inspections.  

We do not believe that this is adequate.  It is in the interests of Porter to keep the aircraft in the air.  Are they the best judges of what is safe and what is an undue risk?  The public needs to be assured that their safety is being protected, and only an independent expert has the necessary objectivity to make a judgment on this important issue.

Not only are there serious questions with the Q400, but there are also serious questions about the safety at the Toronto City Centre Airport.  

· The runways at the airport are very short.  The longest runway, and the only one that is able to handle the Q400, is 1220 metres long.  A fully loaded Q400 requires 1402 metres for take off and landing, almost 200 metres more than the longest runway, according to the manufacturer’s specifications.  Porter insists that the main runway at the Island Airport is adequate for the Q400 because Porter does not fly the aircraft fully loaded.  Other managers of other airports in the United States and Britain disagree.  Transport Canada’s own Canadian Runway Friction Index recommends that a safe landing distance of 1741 metres is required for a turbo prop.  This is 321 metres longer than the Island Airport main runway.
· Bombardier engineers, in a paper titled ‘Attributes of the Dash 8 Q400 in the Patrol Role’, state that with temperatures at 30+C an 1829 metre runway is necessary to meet maximum weight take-off requirements of the Q400.  That is 609 metres longer than the main runway on the Island.   During July, 2005 there were six days where temperatures reached 29C and six days when it reached 30+C at the Island Airport.
· All airports have stopways at the end of the runways where an aircraft can stop in the case of an abandoned take-off.  The International Civil Aviation Organization calls for stopways to be a minimum of 90 metres long, and 240 metres long where possible.  The Island Airport’s stopway for its longest runway is 91 metres in the east.  In the west the stopway is only 85 metres, 5 metres short of the international standard.  
· The Toronto City Centre Airport lists an unusually large number of pilot cautions from flag poles to smoke stacks.  Immediately to the north of the airport are a number of high rise buildings and many more are under construction or in the planning stages.

Prime Minister, when the safety problems at the Island Airport are added to the safety concerns with the Q400, we fear that the public has been put at risk.  The Canadian public must be given absolute assurance that airlines are taking every precaution to ensure that their safety is being protected.  For these reasons we ask that all flights of the Q400 aircraft at the Island Airport be immediately halted until a full safety audit of both the Q400 and the Island Airport is completed by an independent expert, and the public’s safety is assured.

Yours truly,

Bill Freeman, Spokesperson, Community AIR

3 Seneca Ave., Toronto, ON M5J 2A1  phone: 416 203-2956
Cc: Hon. Lawrence Cannon,

Minister of Transportation, Infrastructure and Communities,
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